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We arrived at Cuddeback Dry
Lake to unknown driving condi-
tions. The area had experienced
several days of rain which can
turn a dry lake bed into a large
mud puddle. This did not deter a
team of Desert Tortoise Preserve
Committee (DTPC) Board Mem-
bers and volunteers from travel-
ing to the Pilot Knob allotment
on April 25th. The team included
Dr. Kristin Berry, Ray Butler, Jane
McEwan, Wayne Lanier, Chuck
Hemingway, Dave Zantiny, Steve
Ishii, and Marlene Ishii.

The Pilot Knob allotment is lo-
cated 25 miles south of Ridgecrest,
California and east of Cuddeback
Dry Lake. This Pilot Knob allot-
ment is a favorable recovery and
preservation environment for the
desert tortoise and Mojave ground
squirrel. The allotment provides
a remote location away from off-
highway vehicle (OHV) trafyc,
variable elevation to assist in habi-
tat migration due to global warm-
ing, and contains existing water
sources that will aid in recovery
efforts for the desert tortoise.

The purpose of the site visit
was to assess, document, and
photograph the current condition
of the permitted and non-permit-
ted range improvements (e.g. wa-
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ter tanks, water troughs, fencing,
cattle guards, and corrals) spread
across the nearly 80 square miles
that make up the Pilot Knob al-
lotment. The resulting report
was used by the DTPC and the
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) to develop an action plan
for the maintenance and removal
of the allotmentds existing range
Improvements.

The Pilot Knob allotmentgs for-
mer grazing rights holder allowed
livestock overgrazing. The elimi-
nation of grazing and OHV trafyc
has allowed the habitat to improve
to a certain degree throughout the

allotment. The vegetation in-
cludes Joshua Trees, apricot mal-
low, burrow bush, checker yddle-
neck, creosote, desert dandelion,
forget-me-nots, goldenhead, owlds
clover, spiny hopsage, winterfat,
and other desert plants known
throughout the Mojave Desert.
Alien plants included cheat grass,
ylaree, red brome, mustard, and
schismus species.

Most of the permitted improve-
ments were evaluated and a few
non-permitted improvements were
also found. In the Blackwater
Well area, once the center of
the ranching activities, only the
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