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On January 26, 2013, the Desert Tortoise Preserve 

Committee hosted their 38th Annual Meeting and Banquet 

at the Palmdale Hotel in Palmdale, California. 

The annual meeting included a presentation by the 

Bureau of Land Management, Ridgecrest Field Office on 

existing and upcoming projects.  The DTPC Treasurer 

Laura Stockton presented the Treasurer’s Report on fi-

nances,  Jun Lee with Lee Law Firm provided an over-

view of recent land acquisitions and mitigation, and Mary 

Kotschwar Logan, the DTPC Preserve Manager & Con-

servation Coordinator presented the Year in Review, 

which included preserve management activities, research 

projects, educational outreach programs, and goals for the 

coming year. 

Following the annual meeting, banquet attendees 

enjoyed a social hour and had the opportunity to partici-

pate in a raffle that lasted throughout the night.  The raffle 

included several beautiful donations from DTPC mem-

bers. 

The annual awards in-

cluded large photo plaques to 

both Mark Hagen and Jane 

McEwan for their long time con-

tributions to the DTPC as volun-

teers and as Board Members.  David Logan was awarded 

a small photo plaque for his volunteer work at several 

DTPC events including our Spring and Fall Work Parties.  

The prestigious Golden Tortoise Award was awarded to 

the California Turtle and Tortoise Club (CTTC).  Dave 

Friend, the current Chair of the CTTC Executive Board,  

received the award on behalf of the 

organization for their tortoise rescue 

and adoption programs.  Without 

their dedicated efforts to care and 

find homes for unwanted captive tor-

toises, there would be many more 

captive tortoises released in the desert. 

This year’s Annual Banquet included two presen-

tations announcing good news for the DTPC and for the 

Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area (DTRNA).  The 

first presentation was given by the DTPC Preserve Man-

ager, Mary Kotschwar Logan.  Mary shared findings 

from the DTPC study of Mohave ground squirrel occu-

pancy within the fenced portion of the DTRNA and out-

side of the DTRNA in the 

eastern expansion lands.  

The study included surveys 

with camera traps and tran-

sects.  A collection of pic-

tures taken from the camera 

traps were shared in a presentation entitled, “Caught on 

Camera.”  (A video of Mary's presentation can be found at 

http://vimeo.com/59266018.) 

Dr. Kristin Berry presented results from two re-

search projects in 2011 and 2012.  The first project com-

pared the results of three different types of land manage-

ment on desert tortoises and their habitats on ~100 square 

miles of land.  The three different land management areas 

were the fenced DTRNA, critical habitat for the desert 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 38
th

 Annual Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee Banquet 
Article and Photos by Marlene Ishii 

http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/tt.html
http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/wptortoisetracks/about-the-desert-tortoise/
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tortoise on public lands 

managed by the Bureau of 

Land Management in the 

Rand Mountains and 

Fremont Valley, and private 

lands in the western and 

eastern expansion lands adjacent to the DTRNA.  Dr. Berry 

and her colleagues found that the DTRNA had significantly 

higher densities of adult tortoises than private lands or criti-

cal habitat. 

 The second research project included a partnership 

with the U.S. Geological Survey and the DTPC Inc. to con-

duct a survey on a 3-square mile, long-term study plot cen-

tered on the interpretive center at the Natural Area. This plot 

includes lands within and outside the fenced Natural Area. 

This plot was first surveyed in 1979 and had been re-

surveyed several times until 2002.  After 10 years, the find-

ings in 2012 indicated that for the first time, tortoise num-

bers were not on a decline and were higher than the numbers 

in 2002.  (A video of Dr. Berry’s presentation can be found 

at http://vimeo.com/59266018) 

The DTPC would like to thank all of its members 

and volunteers for their hard work and support.  If you are 

interested in becoming a DTPC Member, volunteering your 

time, or making a donation, please visit the DTPC’s website 

(www.tortoise-tracks.org) for more information. 

 We look forward to seeing you again next year!! 

(Continued from page 1) 

PALM DESERT/INDIAN WELLS, CA (March 11, 

2013) … Never mind the East Coast’s Groundhog 

Punxsutawney Phil, the West Coast has The Living De-

sert Zoo’s  Mojave Maxine, the desert tortoise, and she’s 

emerged from her burrow to make it official:  Spring is 

here! Take that, Punxsutawney Phil! 

 While Phil’s early Spring prediction is falling 

short for East Coasters smothered in snow, Mojave Max-

ine proved her natural  born skill by emerging from her 

underground burrow Saturday, March 2nd, at 10:17 a.m.  

With Valley temperatures hovering in the 70’s and 80’s, 

it seems Maxine is an excellent predictor of Spring in the 

desert. 

 Nine hundred and forty students from Inyo, Im-

perial, San Diego, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside, 

Los Angeles, Ventura, and Kern counties entered the con-

test of The Living Desert and the Desert Managers Group 

to guess when Maxine would make her first appearance. 

The winning students from each of the nine Southern Cal-

ifornia counties will receive $50 gift certificates and their 

entire class will receive Mojave Maxine t-shirts. 

 Educators throughout the region recognize and 

applaud the contest as a great way to teach kids about the 

desert environment and help create awareness about the 

threatened Mojave desert tortoise  

 “Mojave Maxine creates a double thrill for us at 

The Living Desert,” said Peter Siminski, Director of Edu-

cation and Conservation. “It’s exciting to have so many 

young kids be enthusiastic about desert wildlife and par-

ticipate in the contest, and it’s always fun for us too, to 

see when Mojave Maxine will peak out of her burrow and 

slowly make her way onto the desert landscape in search 

of fresh flowers.” 

 Mojave Maxine is a 35-year old desert tortoise 

who lives at The Living Desert.  Each year, she retires for 

the winter to her underground burrow. She stays there in a 

state of "brumation" (reptilian hibernation) for several 

months.  She emerges in early spring as the warm days 

begin to arrive in the desert, promising fresh flowers-- a 

favorite meal for the desert tortoise. 
 

For more information, visit www.LivingDesert.org or contact 

760-346-5694. 

“Mojave Maxine” Emerges and 

Makes it Official 

SPRING IS HERESPRING IS HERE  

Press release distributed by The Living Desert on 3/11/13 

http://vimeo.com/59266018
http://www.tortoise-tracks.org
http://www.LivingDesert.org
http://vimeo.com/59266018


 

 

Tortoise Tracks Page 3 

 

The Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee, Inc. 

Founded 1974 

Board of Trustees 

  

 President Mark Bratton 
 Vice President Open 
 Treasurer Laura Stockton 
 Recording Secretary Open 
 Board Member Kristin Berry, Ph.D. 
 Board Member Dave Zantiny 
 

Become a fan by clicking “Like” on our Page 
http://www.Facebook.com/DTPC.inc 

 

Preserve Manager & Conservation Coordinator 
Mary Kotschwar Logan 

Telephone:  (951) 683-3872 

Fax:  (951) 683-6949 

Email:  dtpc@pacbell.net 

http://www.tortoise-tracks.org 

Open Positions on the DTPC Board of Trustees 
 

If you have a deep concern for the continued preservation of the desert tortoise and its habitat and would 

like to do more to help promote the welfare of the Mojave Desert, contact Mary Kotschwar Logan at (951) 

683-3872 or by email at dtpc@pacbell.net for details on becoming a DTPC Board Member. 
 

The DTPC is an IRS recognized tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 

March 16, 2013:  DTPC Board Meeting in Riverside, CA 

April 6-7, 2013:  Annual Spring Work Party, DTRNA, California City, CA 

April 13-June 2:  Guided Hikes at the DTRNA—Saturdays & Sundays at 9:00 am 

April 28, 2013:  Bird walk at the DTRNA, led by Charlie Massieon and Laura Mogg 

May 4-5, 2013:  California City Desert Tortoise Days, California City, CA 

June 23, 2013:  DTPC Board Meeting, Ridgecrest, CA 

More information for each event can be found by calling (951) 683-3872 or sending an email to dtpc@pacbell.net. 
Additional information can be found on the DTPC’s website www.tortoise-tracks.org and Facebook www.facebook.com/dtpc.inc. 

The DTPC would like to thank the following individuals: 

Mark Bratton 

Laura Stockton 

Dr. Kristin Berry 

Dave Zantiny 

Steve Ishii 

Marlene Ishii  

Chuck Hemingway  

Richard Anderson 

Shelley Ellis 

Rob Enriquez 

Sam Fitton 

Jym Gordon  

Will Liebscher 

Charlie Massieon 

Laura Mogg 

Stephanie Pappas 

Bob Parker 

Carl Symons 

Carrie Woods 

DTPC Calendar of  Events 

http://www.Facebook.com/DTPC.inc
http://www.tortoise-tracks.org
http://tortoisedays.com/
http://www.tortoise-tracks.org
http://www.facebook.com/dtpc.inc
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 For the 25th consecutive year, the DTPC and BLM are work-

ing together to staff interpretive naturalists at the Desert Tortoise 

Research Natural Area from March 9 to June 2, 2013.  Part-time 

Naturalist, Lisa LaVelle, will typically be working on Sundays and 

Mondays, while Hanna Strauss, a Research Associate with Great 

Basin Institute will be on duty Tuesdays through Saturdays.  The 

Naturalists live and work on-site at the DTRNA Interpretive Center 

to greet and interact with visitors, provide tours and educational pro-

grams, and monitor wildlife and visitor activity.  The DTRNA Inter-

pretive Center includes an educational kiosk, with information about 

the desert tortoise, other wildlife species, and common plants, an 

exhibits trailer, and a network of three brochure-guided trails and 

one longer marked trail.  Visitors may stop by any day of the week 

between 8 AM and 5 PM.  School classes and clubs are encouraged 

to schedule programs by contacting the Naturalists directly at (760) 

373-0511 or by calling the DTPC office (951) 683-3872.  Also, 

there will be guided hikes each Saturday and Sunday morning from 

April 13 to June 2, at 9 AM.   

We hope to see you out there! 

DTRNA Naturalist Season 

March 9–June 2, 2013 

Come by for a visit! 

Photo by Mary Logan 

Naturalist Hanna Strauss looks out of the new DTRNA housing trailer, purchased 
by the DTPC with funds from the BLM and Dr. Kristin Berry.  The DTPC hopes to 
decorate the trailer soon with painted desert scenes. 

DTRNA educational kiosk, March 8, 2013.  

A fresh layer of snow is visible on the  

Sierra Nevada and El Paso mountains in 

the background. 

Photo by Mary Logan 

Photo by Mary Logan 

Side-blotched lizard basking on an Ani-

mal Loop Trail marker, March 12, 2013.   

Photo by Mary Logan 

Some of the displays in the Exhibit Trailer. 

http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/wptortoisetracks/visting-the-dtrna/
http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/wptortoisetracks/visting-the-dtrna/
http://www.thegreatbasininstitute.org/
http://www.thegreatbasininstitute.org/
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   The Mojave rattle-

snake, also commonly 

known as the Mojave 

“green” rattlesnake, is 

one of two venomous snakes found at the Desert Tortoise 

Research Natural Area (DTRNA); the other is the side-

winder rattlesnake (Crotalus cerastes).  The Mojave rat-

tlesnake is commonly called a “Mojave Green” due to its 

greenish color; however, its skin can range in color from 

tan to olive green.  The best way to distinguish this snake 

from non-venomous snakes is to look for a triangular 

shaped head and rattle on its tail.  Be aware, however, that 

rattles can fall off or if the snake is in its first year, it may 

not have a rattle yet. This snake also has a diamond pat-

tern along its back and has black rings on its tail.  This 

snake can be found anywhere in the DTRNA and is found 

throughout most of the southwest. It is found in southern 

California, southern Nevada, the extreme southwest of 

Utah, most of Arizona, southwest New Mexico and ex-

treme western section of Texas.  They can be found from 

below sea level to approximately 8,000 feet. Mojave rat-

tlesnakes prefer a temperature range of 70-85 degrees 

Fahrenheit, but can be active outside these temperatures.  

These snakes are most active during daylight hours 

(diurnal) in the spring and fall, and nocturnal (active at 

night) in the summer months. Look for these snakes along 

roads and roadsides in the early morning and late in the 

day sunning themselves.  This snake is a member of the 

pit viper family witch means it has small heat sensitive 

sensory organs, one on each side of its head.  These heat 

sensitive organs or “pits” help the snake locate its warm-

blooded prey (usually small mammals like mice, squir-

rels, and rabbits) in the dark of the night.  Mojave rattle-

snakes can range in size from 24 to 51 inches in length 

and can produce 2 to 11 snakelets (baby snakes) each 

year.  Unlike many snakes, the Mojave rattlesnake gives 

birth to live young as opposed to laying eggs.  Another 

unusual fact is that unlike most rattlesnakes which have 

only one type of venom, the Mojave rattle snake has two 

types of venom; they have both a neurotoxin (which af-

fects the nervous system and can lead to paralysis) and a 

hemotoxin (which causes tissue damage).  This makes the 

Mojave rattlesnake one of the most dangerous rattle-

snakes found in North America.  In fact, even dead Moja-

ve rattlesnakes can still be dangerous since the venom can 

remain active for several hours after death, and neurologi-

cal reflexes in the snake can still fire and cause a bite.  

Therefore, dead snakes should not be handled.  The good 

news is this snake usually will not strike unless it is cor-

nered, provoked, or harassed.  If bitten by this snake seek 

medical attention immediately.  

Two Types of Venomous Snakes at the DTRNA 
Articles and Photos by Mark Bratton 

Mojave “Green” Rattlesnake 

(Crotalus scutulatus)  

 The sidewinder is one of the more unique rattle-

snakes found in North America.  The name "sidewinder" is 

derived from the incredibly efficient method of locomo-

tion which the snake employs. Essentially "walking" on its 

chin and a loop of its body, the snake is able to keep much 

of its body elevated off the ground while moving, thus re-

ducing body contact with the warm or hot surface of the 

desert. This has the obvious benefit of reducing overheat-

ing, while at the same time allowing rapid movement over 

loose shifting sands. To identify this snake, look for a tri-

angular head, rattle on its tail, and most important, the 

“horns” just above the snake’s eyes. No other snake will 

have these “horns”. For many years biologists were un-

clear what these “horns” were used for.  It wasn’t until the 

late 1960’s, that it was discovered that these “horns” could 

be folded over the eye when pressure from above is ap-

plied. These horns act like “modified eyelids” to help pro-

tect the snakes’ eyes when under the soil or moving 

through rodent burrows. Since this discovery, biologists 

have observed these modified eyelids in other desert snake 

species, some of which are found in Africa’s deserts.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Sidewinder Rattlesnake 

(Crotalus cerastes)  
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For more information on becoming a DTPC member, you can also contact us at (951) 683-3872 
or visit our website at:  http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/wptortoisetracks/become-a-member 

The DTPC is an IRS recognized tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) 

nonprofit corporation (tax ID 23-7413415).  All contribu-

tions above the basic $15 annual membership dues are 

tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. 
 

All contributors receive the  quarterly newsletter Tortoise 

Tracks. 
 

Membership and donor information are kept confidential 

and will not be disclosed to third parties. 

DESERT TORTOISE PRESERVE COMMITTEE, INC. 
 

MEMBERSHIP/DONOR FORM 
 

NAME         DATE      

ADDRESS         RENEWAL  

CITY          NEW   

STATE       ZIP    

 Individual membership $ 15 annually [  ] 

Family membership $ 20 annually [  ] 

Sponsor membership $ 30 annually [  ] 

Benefactor membership $ 75 annually [  ] 

Patron membership $ 100 annually [  ] 

Life $ 500 

Membership Dues $       

Additional Donation $       

Total Enclosed $       

DONATION ONLY 

Enclosed is my donation of $      
 

Please make checks payable to DTPC and mail to: 

 DTPC 

 4067 Mission Inn Avenue 

 Riverside, CA  92501 

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER 

My area of interest/expertise is: 

            

My E-mail address is: 

            

These modified eyelids of different species of snakes are an example of convergent evolution - where two different spe-

cies found in different geographic areas develop similar adaptations or characteristics for similar environmental needs.  

Sidewinders are commonly found in open, sandy, dune areas throughout the southwestern deserts. This snake typically 

uses the loose sand to bury themselves where they will wait to ambush their prey.  It is for this reason you should be very 

careful when walking in sandy areas in the desert. Sidewinders can range in length from 17 to 33 inches and typically 

have 2 to 18 young. Unlike most reptiles, sidewinders are viviparous.  This means that instead of laying eggs they give 

birth to live young.  Young are usually born in the late summer to early fall time frame (Aug – Oct). This snake hunts at 

night, feeding primarily on small rodents, but it will also eat lizards, and occasionally small birds. Of all the rattlesnakes 

found in North America the sidewinder rattlesnake is the least venomous to humans.  However, if you are bit you should 

seek medical attention as soon as possible. There 

are three known subspecies of sidewinder rattle-

snake: the Mojave sidewinder (Crotalus cerastes 

cerastes), found in the Mojave Desert in parts of 

California, Nevada, southwest Utah, and a small 

part of western Arizona, the Colorado sidewinder 

(Crotalus cerastes laterorepens), found in the low-

er Colorado Desert (southern California, and south-

west Arizona), and the Sonoran sidewinder 

(Crotalus cerastes cercobombus), found in the 

Sonoran Desert in Arizona.   

(Continued from page 6) 

http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/wptortoisetracks/become-a-member/
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